
OCLS Software User Guide
 

Installation 

1) Click the download link on our website and click 
Click save.  

2) Once downloaded, open the 
the Oilcheck Version 2 folder.  

3)  Next, open the OilLabDataSetup

 

4) Follow the on-screen instructions to install the programme.  
don’t hesitate to call us on 01302 329609.

 

Database Setup 

1) Once installed, locate the OilLabData

 

 

2) At the moment, there is no database to view, so we need to create 
menu, click on create database

 

3)  You should see something like this in the top
Your database folder is empty
receive data. 

 

At the moment, that is all you need to do!  Your machines and sample points will be 
created for you when you import
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Click the download link on our website and click Save.  In the ‘save in’ box, choose Desktop.  

ded, open the oilcheckversion2.zip file on your desktop.  Once unzipped
folder.   

OilLabDataSetup folder and double click on the OilDataSetup

screen instructions to install the programme.  If you encounter any problems
call us on 01302 329609. 

OilLabData icon and double-click to open the programme:

At the moment, there is no database to view, so we need to create an empty 
create database.  The following box appears. 

 

In the File Name box, type the name that 
you want your database to be called, e.g. 
your company name. 

Then click on open. 

 

 

ike this in the top-left corner                                             
is empty at the moment, but it’s ready to 

hat is all you need to do!  Your machines and sample points will be 
you import your results.  We do all the building work for you!

box, choose Desktop.  

Once unzipped, open 

OilDataSetup icon: 

encounter any problems, 

to open the programme: 

an empty one.  In the file 

In the File Name box, type the name that 
you want your database to be called, e.g. 

                                            

hat is all you need to do!  Your machines and sample points will be automatically 
your results.  We do all the building work for you! 

Database Folder 



 

Importing Samples 

When we have analysed and interpreted your samples, we will email 
.zip file.  This .zip file will be given a name 
date the samples were interpreted (in this case 24
batch number 47).  All you need to do to see your samples is perform these simple steps.

 

1) Open the software.  Click on the 

 

2) Click on the Import File button. 
     The ‘Import Data File’ box appears.  
 

3) Open the ‘Look in’ dropdown list and 
select the area where you saved the .zip 
file from our email. 

 

 

 

 

 

4)  Once you’ve found the .zip file
should see a list being generated in the large white box above the start button.  When it’s 
finished, you’ll see the words 
been built and your samples are ready for viewing!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TIP 

We recommend you save your .zip 
directly to the desktop or in a specific 
folder in an easily accessible place.  This 
will save you time locating your file when
importing.  Once imported, you can then 
place the zip file in a folder of your choice 
for archiving. 

When we have analysed and interpreted your samples, we will email the results
This .zip file will be given a name such as “2405b47.zip”.  This name simply refers to the 

date the samples were interpreted (in this case 24th May) and also the batch number (in this case 
ll you need to do to see your samples is perform these simple steps.

Click on the Data I/O tab. 

button.   
The ‘Import Data File’ box appears.   

Open the ‘Look in’ dropdown list and 
select the area where you saved the .zip 

the .zip file, highlight it and click on Open.  Then click the 
should see a list being generated in the large white box above the start button.  When it’s 
finished, you’ll see the words Import Complete at the bottom of the list.  Your database has 

samples are ready for viewing! 

We recommend you save your .zip 
in a specific 

folder in an easily accessible place.  This 
time locating your file when 

Once imported, you can then 
place the zip file in a folder of your choice 

the results to you as a single 
such as “2405b47.zip”.  This name simply refers to the 

May) and also the batch number (in this case 
ll you need to do to see your samples is perform these simple steps. 

.  Then click the Start button.  You 
should see a list being generated in the large white box above the start button.  When it’s 

at the bottom of the list.  Your database has 



 
 

Before we go over how to view your sample reports
structure of your new database.  Your database lie
the folder that has your database name attached to it 

Database Structure        

Our software utilises user-friendly icons to represent the different levels of the database tree.  The 
layout and function is somewhat similar to that of Windows Explorer

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Together, they form a hierarchy like this:

 

 

 

 

The plus and minus boxes next to each level work just like in Windows Explorer 
them to open and collapse individual levels.

 

 

 

The easiest way to think about the database structure is to compare it to the situation in real life: 

Your samples come from
 

Your sample points come from your machine
 

 

 

Use these to open 
and close each level. 

(Your Database name) 

we go over how to view your sample reports, let’s just take a moment to 
database.  Your database lies entirely within the database folder

ur database name attached to it – the one we created at the start).

          

friendly icons to represent the different levels of the database tree.  The 
is somewhat similar to that of Windows Explorer. 

Folder: This is the folder containing the entire database 
structure. 

Factory: Represents the area where your sample was 
taken, e.g. the company/site and town or city. 

Machine: Represents the piece of equipment being 
sampled. E.g. a turbine, gearbox or engine. 

Oil Drop: Represents where the sample was taken from on 
the machine, i.e. the sample point. 
E.g. hydraulic / engine / gearbox / transmission.
Sample Bottle: Represents the sample you’ve taken and 
shows the sample date and sample number.  It also 
contains your results. 

form a hierarchy like this: 

The plus and minus boxes next to each level work just like in Windows Explorer 
them to open and collapse individual levels. 

The easiest way to think about the database structure is to compare it to the situation in real life: 

Your samples come from your sample points;  

Your sample points come from your machines;  

Your machines come from your area/company; 
  

  And all of this lives within your database folder!

 TIP 

As well as using the plus and minus 
buttons, you can also simply double-click 
directly on the level you want open or 
collapse.  

a moment to discuss the actual 
database folder.  (This is 

the one we created at the start). 

friendly icons to represent the different levels of the database tree.  The 

: This is the folder containing the entire database 

where your sample was 

Represents the piece of equipment being 

: Represents where the sample was taken from on 

/ transmission. 
you’ve taken and 

the sample date and sample number.  It also 

The plus and minus boxes next to each level work just like in Windows Explorer – you can use 

The easiest way to think about the database structure is to compare it to the situation in real life:  

y;  

And all of this lives within your database folder! 



 

Viewing Your Sample Reports

Now that you’ve successfully imported your samples
newly-created database, let’s view your sample reports!

Although you can access your reports
easiest and quickest way to view them
beneath and on the same level as your database folder.  
single sample we send to you in the .zip file.  This saves you having to search through the 
machines and areas in your database
all simply pulled together in a single list.

Just like the database folder, the imports folder also has its own hierarchy levels.  
plus and minus buttons in the same way.  
Let’s go through them.  When you open your imports folder and its subsequent levels, you’ll see 
something that looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Imports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Open the Imports folder and browse to the batch of sample you’ve just imported.  Open the 
batch. 

 You will see a list of all the samples that you’ve just imported.
next to your sample is the sample date and a seven digit number
This is the number which was assigned to your sample when it arrived at our 
laboratory.  It will keep this number for the remainder of its time on your 
Should you have a query regarding a sample, the best thing to do is to quote this 
number to us as it is unique to 

Viewing Your Sample Reports 

Now that you’ve successfully imported your samples and you have a grasp of the structure of your 
created database, let’s view your sample reports! 

reports by manually browsing through your database folder, t
view them is to open the Imports folder.  You will see this folder 

on the same level as your database folder.  The imports folder contains a list of every 
single sample we send to you in the .zip file.  This saves you having to search through the 

database folder to view your samples – in the imports folder they are 
all simply pulled together in a single list. 

he imports folder also has its own hierarchy levels.  
plus and minus buttons in the same way.  The levels in this folder, however, look slightly 

When you open your imports folder and its subsequent levels, you’ll see 

Folder: This is the folder containing the entire 
structure and samples. 

World: Represents the year that you imported your 
samples. 

Moon: Represents the month that you imported your 
samples. 

Sun: Represents the day that you imported your samples.

Bottles: Represents the batch number of the samples 
you’ve import.  This number generates automatically.

Sample Bottle: Represents the sample you’ve taken and 
shows the sample date and sample number.  It also 
contains your results. 

folder and browse to the batch of sample you’ve just imported.  Open the 

You will see a list of all the samples that you’ve just imported.  You will notice that 
next to your sample is the sample date and a seven digit number, e.g. 1284513
This is the number which was assigned to your sample when it arrived at our 
laboratory.  It will keep this number for the remainder of its time on your 
Should you have a query regarding a sample, the best thing to do is to quote this 
number to us as it is unique to that sample. 

and you have a grasp of the structure of your 

your database folder, the 
You will see this folder just 

The imports folder contains a list of every 
single sample we send to you in the .zip file.  This saves you having to search through the 

in the imports folder they are 

he imports folder also has its own hierarchy levels.  You also use the 
ls in this folder, however, look slightly different.  

When you open your imports folder and its subsequent levels, you’ll see 

: This is the folder containing the entire import 

that you imported your 

that you imported your 

you imported your samples. 

of the samples 
This number generates automatically. 

you’ve taken and 
the sample date and sample number.  It also 

folder and browse to the batch of sample you’ve just imported.  Open the 

You will notice that 
, e.g. 1284513.  

This is the number which was assigned to your sample when it arrived at our 
laboratory.  It will keep this number for the remainder of its time on your system.  
Should you have a query regarding a sample, the best thing to do is to quote this 



 

2) Highlight any sample of your choice and click on the 
You should see a screen similar to the following.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your sample data is presented in a 
date at the top.   

 To the left of the sample 
elements and tests. 

 The comments and recommendations from our data interpreters can be found at 
the bottom of the screen in the white area.

 

You may notice that the oil bottle symbols in the database tree on the left
closer view is shown here to the right) are different colours.  
called alarm colours and an explan
website.  This feature is designed
severity of your samples at a glanc
through, you can immediately see which are the most urgent and 
act on these first. 

 

 

This ends the basic method of how to view
other useful functions which will be discussed 

Highlight any sample of your choice and click on the trend tab at the top of the screen.
screen similar to the following.  This is your sample report. 

Your sample data is presented in a vertical list with the sample number and sample 

To the left of the sample are the corresponding data labels which list the various 

The comments and recommendations from our data interpreters can be found at 
the bottom of the screen in the white area. 

You may notice that the oil bottle symbols in the database tree on the left (a 
closer view is shown here to the right) are different colours.  These are 
called alarm colours and an explanation of these can be found on our 
website.  This feature is designed to give you an indication of the alarm 

at a glance.  So, if you have a lot of reports to look 
through, you can immediately see which are the most urgent and you can 

how to view your sample reports.  Our software can also perform 
other useful functions which will be discussed later. 

1285105 
07/01/2008 

tab at the top of the screen.         
 

list with the sample number and sample 

data labels which list the various 

The comments and recommendations from our data interpreters can be found at 

your sample reports.  Our software can also perform 



 

Saving & Printing Your Sample Reports

Although your previous reports can be viewed at any time
out hard copies to, for example, 
also preview the layout of the report before printing or choose to save the report onto your hard 
drive. 

2 

1) From the trend screen, click on the 
left. 

You are presented with a preview of the printed page 
in the main view.  Use the magnifyin
zoon in and out. 

2) To print, click on the print button at the top left.

 

3) To save a copy of the report onto your hard
on the save button and choose a file name and location.

3) Use the close button to close the
main data screen. 

 

Data Trending 

Oil analysis relies heavily on data trending.  Obviously, trending can only be established after 
several samples have been taken from 
from a sample point, you will see a 

Notice here that we are now back 
the reports of previous samples whilst in the imports folder).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Printing Your Sample Reports 

previous reports can be viewed at any time from within our software
to, for example, mail to other colleagues or keep for reference purposes.  You can 

t of the report before printing or choose to save the report onto your hard 

From the trend screen, click on the print preview button at the top 

You are presented with a preview of the printed page 
in the main view.  Use the magnifying-glass icon to 

button at the top left.  

To save a copy of the report onto your hard drive as a .pdf file, click 
button and choose a file name and location. 

button to close the print preview and return to the 

Oil analysis relies heavily on data trending.  Obviously, trending can only be established after 
several samples have been taken from a sample point.  When you have sent us
from a sample point, you will see a screen similar to the following  

back in the database folder.  (You cannot use this method to access 
s whilst in the imports folder).  

Most recent sample 

 Click on any previous 
sample to see its 
comments and 

recommendations. 

from within our software, you can print 
olleagues or keep for reference purposes.  You can 

t of the report before printing or choose to save the report onto your hard 

Oil analysis relies heavily on data trending.  Obviously, trending can only be established after 
sent us several samples 

You cannot use this method to access 

previous 

 



 

Some points about viewing multiple samples

 The most recent sample is always the leftmost in the large area to the right.

 The corresponding list of samples in the database tree on the left always shows the 
most recent sample at the t

 As each new sample is imported o
along to the right.  When they can’t fit onto the screen, they can be easily accessed 
using a horizontal scroll bar.

 You can simply click onto each 
instantly see the comments that were made on them.  
at the bottom of the screen.

 

 

Displaying Plotted Charts

You can view plotted line charts of your data at any time.  These are particularly
looking at wear rates and also monitoring fluctuations in the viscosity.

 

Right-click on 
list to the left of the sample data
format.  

 

Click on Finished

 

 

You can also zoom in and out whilst in the graph view.
choice and then, whilst holding down the 
graph and keep it held down.  Then move the slide the mouse forwards and backwards to zoom in 
and out.  

 

 TIP 

To view graphs of other elements and tests, you can use the forward 
and back buttons at the bottom of the current graph to cycle through 
the list.   

viewing multiple samples:  

t sample is always the leftmost in the large area to the right.

list of samples in the database tree on the left always shows the 
most recent sample at the top of the list. 

As each new sample is imported onto the sample point, the older ones are 
to the right.  When they can’t fit onto the screen, they can be easily accessed 

using a horizontal scroll bar. 

You can simply click onto each sample on the right-hand side of the screen
instantly see the comments that were made on them.  The comments box appears 
at the bottom of the screen. 

Plotted Charts 

You can view plotted line charts of your data at any time.  These are particularly
looking at wear rates and also monitoring fluctuations in the viscosity. 

click on one of the element names or test method names
list to the left of the sample data.  The results will be shown in a graphical 

Finished to return to the main data screen.  

You can also zoom in and out whilst in the graph view.  To do this, bring up any graph of your 
choice and then, whilst holding down the Ctrl key, click your left mouse button anywhere on the 
graph and keep it held down.  Then move the slide the mouse forwards and backwards to zoom in 

 

 
Click on Finished
main data screen.

 

To view graphs of other elements and tests, you can use the forward 
bottom of the current graph to cycle through 

t sample is always the leftmost in the large area to the right. 

list of samples in the database tree on the left always shows the 

nto the sample point, the older ones are nudged 
to the right.  When they can’t fit onto the screen, they can be easily accessed 

hand side of the screen to 
The comments box appears 

You can view plotted line charts of your data at any time.  These are particularly useful when 

or test method names in the grey 
The results will be shown in a graphical 

To do this, bring up any graph of your 
key, click your left mouse button anywhere on the 

graph and keep it held down.  Then move the slide the mouse forwards and backwards to zoom in 

Finished to return to the 
main data screen. 



 

 Adding Your Own Comments to Reports

If you wish, you can also add your own comments to yo
when recording oil and filter changes or if you want to add specific information for your machine 
engineer to read.  Your comments are automatically saved when you enter them.  So, if you are 
ever unsure if you, for example, requested your engineer to perf
machine several months ago, you can simply bring up the report from that date and see the 
comments you added. 

This feature works in both the Database folder and the Imports folder.  To add a comment, simply 
click at the end of the last sentence in the white comments box and type away.  Remember, your 
comment is saved automatically.

 

Customising Your Reports

Our software gives you the ability to customise your reports to give them a personal touch.  You 
can apply your own company logo onto the reports and also 
address, telephone number and email address.

1) Click on the Setup tab at the top

2) Then, click on the Report – Global

3) Complete the various fields with your company information.

4) To insert your logo, click the          button at the end of the ‘Logo Bitmap’ line.

5) Locate your logo (which must be in bitmap 

6) Open a print preview of any sample to see how the new additions look.  
mind and you’d rather not have 
Report – Global screen and delete the information in each field.

* If your company logo is not in bitmap format, please contact us on 01302 329609 where we will 
be happy to advise you on how to generate a bitmap version to put onto your reports.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding Your Own Comments to Reports 

If you wish, you can also add your own comments to your reports.  This can be useful, for example, 
when recording oil and filter changes or if you want to add specific information for your machine 
engineer to read.  Your comments are automatically saved when you enter them.  So, if you are 
ever unsure if you, for example, requested your engineer to perform a specific action on a 
machine several months ago, you can simply bring up the report from that date and see the 

This feature works in both the Database folder and the Imports folder.  To add a comment, simply 
e last sentence in the white comments box and type away.  Remember, your 

comment is saved automatically. 

Customising Your Reports 

Our software gives you the ability to customise your reports to give them a personal touch.  You 
logo onto the reports and also company information such as the

number and email address. 

at the top. 

Global tab at the bottom of the screen.  

Complete the various fields with your company information. 

the          button at the end of the ‘Logo Bitmap’ line.  

which must be in bitmap [.bmp] format*).  Then click Open.

any sample to see how the new additions look.  If you change your 
mind and you’d rather not have any details or your logo on your reports, simply 

delete the information in each field. 

If your company logo is not in bitmap format, please contact us on 01302 329609 where we will 
ow to generate a bitmap version to put onto your reports.

ur reports.  This can be useful, for example, 
when recording oil and filter changes or if you want to add specific information for your machine 
engineer to read.  Your comments are automatically saved when you enter them.  So, if you are 

orm a specific action on a 
machine several months ago, you can simply bring up the report from that date and see the 

This feature works in both the Database folder and the Imports folder.  To add a comment, simply 
e last sentence in the white comments box and type away.  Remember, your 

Our software gives you the ability to customise your reports to give them a personal touch.  You 
company information such as the 

 

. 

If you change your 
logo on your reports, simply return to the 

If your company logo is not in bitmap format, please contact us on 01302 329609 where we will 
ow to generate a bitmap version to put onto your reports. 



 

Data Filtering 

Our software includes a filter feature which use can use to modify the graphs on your 
printed/saved reports to make them only display data since a specified date.  You can also specify 
the number of samples you wish to see on your graphs, starting with the
choose to see only the last 6 samples you took.  This feature is generally only used when there are 
a considerable number of samples on a sample point.  Follow these instructions to access this 
feature: 

1) Click on the Setup tab at the top.

2) Then, click on the System tab at the bottom of the screen

 
3) Use the options in the box that appears to filter out 
unwanted samples from your reports.  

 All Sample displays all samples.

 Last: x displays the last x

Since Date: xx/xx/xx displays
calendar button (      ) to browse a calendar to find your date.

 

Thanks for reading. 

 

Don’t forget, if you are unsure about any aspect of our 
you through it.  Reach us on 01302 329609 or alternatively 07773035653.

Our software includes a filter feature which use can use to modify the graphs on your 
printed/saved reports to make them only display data since a specified date.  You can also specify 

of samples you wish to see on your graphs, starting with the most recent.  E.g. you can 
choose to see only the last 6 samples you took.  This feature is generally only used when there are 
a considerable number of samples on a sample point.  Follow these instructions to access this 

tab at the top. 

tab at the bottom of the screen. 

Use the options in the box that appears to filter out 
unwanted samples from your reports.   

displays all samples. 

x number of samples. 

displays all samples since the specified date.  You can click on the 
calendar button (      ) to browse a calendar to find your date. 

Don’t forget, if you are unsure about any aspect of our software, call us!  We’ll be happy to talk 
you through it.  Reach us on 01302 329609 or alternatively 07773035653.

Our software includes a filter feature which use can use to modify the graphs on your 
printed/saved reports to make them only display data since a specified date.  You can also specify 

most recent.  E.g. you can 
choose to see only the last 6 samples you took.  This feature is generally only used when there are 
a considerable number of samples on a sample point.  Follow these instructions to access this 

You can click on the 

software, call us!  We’ll be happy to talk 
you through it.  Reach us on 01302 329609 or alternatively 07773035653. 


